354            The Turks in Hungary.
by in beautiful order, with drums beating and colours flying ; and passing by the Turkish camp, takes up its station at the bridge-head of Petervaradehu They had marched for nine consecutive hours harrassed by the attacks of ShJthb^z Girdri's twelve thousand Tartars, and without food or water ; but now their wants were supplied from the Danube, and from the. town.
The Suit&n immediately called a fresh council of war to deliberate on what was to be done, and at the same time sent a message to Shahbaz Girai to take him some German prisoners from whom he might learn the strength of the enemy's army. The Germans standing in order of battle on the plain near the bridgehead, the Tartars could find no stragglers, and were forced to try to clash iu upon them and carry a man off from the midst of his comrades. After many failures aud losing many of their own lives, three of them getting into the rear of the German army succeeded in picking up and carrying off a private foot-soldier. From him the Turks learned that Prince Eugene's whole army was present and that Szegediu, where the Prince's magazines were, had been left but slenderly guarded.
The Sultan had called a council of war ; he himself attended it> but sat behind a pwrda, so that he could hear what was being said, without being himself seen ; Alraas, the Grand Vazir, spoke first and advocated giving battle to the Germans on the morrcrtv. If a hundred aud thirty thousand Ottomans could not face forty thousand Germans in the field he said, they had better give up the war altogether ; the soldiery were now most eager and impatient for a battle, and if they were restrained, their ardour would evaporate, and they would become dispirited. They might as well be beaten as confess themselves afraid to meet the enemy.
Old Khoja Ja'fir Pasha spoke next. He differed from the* Vazir and .advised that the Ottoman army should remain in its entrenchments and await the' German attack. He said that he had been in all the battles against the Germans and had seeftthat if they only had room to manoeuvre they could always secure the victory. He knew from experience that the Turks could not fight them in the field, whatever odds the)7 had on their side* ' All the other Pashas agreed with Ja'fir Pashl The Vazir lost bis temper and said that men who confessed themselves inferior to Giaurs were no true Musalmans. Khoja Ja'Cr begged the Sultan to draw the curtain behind which he was sitting, and hear what he had to say. " Let me be found here," he said, "-and let the Tazlr lead out tne army to fight the Germans ; if he returns victorious, nay, if he does not within the space of two. hours betake himself to a shameful flight, let me die, the death of a dog; but if he is beaten, let me be set at liberty/'